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Principal’s 
Message
Setup for Success is back!  

We are very pleased to have this 
important part of the school 
returning Friday 28 May (in the 
ELC 9.00am-10.30am).  Setup for 
Success allows new families to 
engage in the school and existing 
families to join in the fun.  Mrs 
Lange and Mrs Quilliam are very 
excited.  We should be able to 
open our new early learning 
playground for the first session.  

Parents we want you back!  It 
has been a long time since we 
have had many parents on site.  
We have an assembly 24 May 
at 2.00pm.  We also have Cross 
Country commencing at 11.00am 
Wednesday 26 May.  Families 
are very welcome but will need 
to sign in with the Check-in-Tas 
application and comply with all 
COVID-19 regulations.  

Brendan Gill | Principal

On Wednesday, students from Grade Four had the opportunity to meet with Giles and 
Tasman, architects from Dock-4.  Giles and Tasman showed the class the new plans for 
our new school hall.  Students were able to ask questions and have input on some parts 
of the design.  Giles and Tasman also brought in samples of the construction material 
and explained how the material was sourced and made.  Students are very excited 
about the new school hall!

   

Meeting the Makers

Almighty and all-loving God, 
with gratitude for the endeavours of Catholic 
education in the past, with confidence in our 
Catholic pre-schools, schools and universities 

today, and with faith in their continuing 
contribution in the future, 

we celebrate 200 years of Catholic education 
in this Great South Land. 

As our Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for your providential care for 

your children in this land in inspiring priests, 
religious and lay people 

to found and staff our schools in ages past. 
Through them the Good News of your Son 
was brought to the young even in colonial 

times – and ever since. 

As Christ the Teacher, 
you grace the staff and leaders of Catholic 

education today. 

As they build on the achievements of 
their predecessors 

direct them in their present efforts 
to ensure that every young Australian 
has the opportunity for an excellent 

education and formation in faith. 

As our Inspiring Spirit, 
you lead us into the future. 

In the century ahead grant those 
teaching and  learning in our schools, 

those planning and leading, 
and the families and community              

that entrust  their young people to us, 
a love of learning and a willingness to be 

the face of Christ
in the world of tomorrow.

Pour out your abundant belessings upon 
all involved in the ministry of Catholic 

education.  Amen.

Our Lady of the Southern Cross - pray 
for us. St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, 

Patron of Catholid Education in Australia 
- pray for us.

200 Years - Faith in the Future of Catholic Education in Australia



Student Name  Charli Fitzgerald  |  Age 12 |  Grade 6

Suburb you live in: Cambridge

What grade were you in when you started at this school? 
Kindergarten

What are your favourite subjects?
Physical Education, Literature and English

What is your unknown hidden talent?
In games like netball and basketball I can jump quite high to get the ball.

What is your favourite thing about JPII?
You feel safe and you feel like you belong everyday and it’s always fun whatever your’e doing.

          

Three 
favourite 
things you like 
about this school
1.  All the nice staff and
     students
2. All of the fun and interesting
     experiences
3. All of my friends

Tell us about the new school uniform.....
I love the colours a lot. They really stand out and look amazing! 
The style is really cool and it’s also comfortable and fine to exercise 
and run in which is really important. The new logo is amazing and it 
represents our school well.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I would love to be a netball coach!

If you could change or add one thing about our school 
to make it better what would it be?
I love everything about this school, but maybe I’d add something 
like make up a netball and basketball team of Grade 5 and 6 boys and girls 
so they could play in the school netball or basketball tournaments.
 Other than than I love the school the way it is!

          

JPII is an 
amazing 
school with nice 
students and 
staff with brilliant 
experiences and 
behaviour! I love JPII 
and would stay 
here forever if 
I could!

Voice

Favourite staff 
member and why?

I love them all! But besides 
Coach Fitz and Mrs B maybe

 Mr Gill and Mrs Auksorius

Student  



Set-Up for Success Returns

We are delighted to see the return of the very popular Set-Up for Success Program at our school 
commencing on Friday May 28 and every Friday thereafter during school terms.

For the very first time our Set-Up for Success program will be held in our new Early Learning Centre 
which is perfect for interactive hands on play and discovery.  We are really excited to share this 
fantastic new space with you and your family.

About:  Setup for Success is our free early years program promoting learning for life for both young 
children and their families. This program is open to all families within the community who have a 
child aged between birth and five years.  It is run by our early years educators.

This term we will be exploring our senses.  Each week we will experiment, discover and 
learn about a diffeent sense with lots of hands on-experiences.  At the end of each session we will 
share a song and story. We will break for morning tea so please bring a piece of fruit for your child. 
For the adults tea and coffee will be provided   There is no need to book, simply turn up and have 
a wonderful morning with your child and our enthusiastic and experienced team.  Please see our 
Term 2 program below. We look forward to meeting you.

Term 2 Setup for Success Program at JPII
 * Friday mornings 9am-10:30am *

          

28 May| 9am - 10:30am  TOUCH   A morning of using our hands to explore   
      and experience play.

4 June | 9am - 10:30am HEARING Let’s shake our maracas, get our groove   
      on and dance to some amazing musical   
      activities.

11 June | 9am - 10:30am SIGHT  Today we will be observing our    
      environment. What can you find?

18 June | 9am-10:30am SMELL  Join us in using our noses to explore and   
      create different potions and artworks.

25 June |9am - 10:30am TASTE  Lets work together to create a yummy   
      morning tea!

Set your child up for success at school - with us.  



Did you know that children 
are at a greater risk of 
dehydration than adults? 
One of the main culprits 
being that they are unable 
to recognise the signs of 
dehydration (cracked lips, 
headache, poor concentration, 
tiredness). These symptoms 
alone can have a great impact 
on learning. The silver lining 
is that all we need to do is 
encourage our children/
students to drink more water! 
Pretty straight forward, right? 

Before, during and after 
physical activity, whether 
that be at home or school, 
our kids need to be reminded 
to drink to keep their bodies 
functioning as well as possible. 

The amount your child needs 
will vary depending on their 
age, size, and level of activity. 
For children under 8 years 
of age, at least 4-6 glasses of 
water are recommended. For 
children older than 8 years of 
age a minimum of 6-8 glasses 
are recommended.

Matt Desmarchelier                      
PE Teacher

MOVE WELL EAT WELL Family Time 
RE - Focus 
Pentecost

Family: Andrew, Jen, Rose and Grace

Lives in : Lauderdale 

Number of students attending JPII and their Grade?                            

Prep and Kindy

What made JPII your school of choice for your children and 

family?  We were drawn immediately to the size of John Paul II and 

the caring nature of all the staff. We love the progressive nature and 

ethos of the school; the community spirit and the Christian values. 

What is your child’s favourite thing about JPII? Rosie’s favourite 

thing is having play time and making memories with her new 

friends. Gracie loves spending time with her friends and helping her 

teachers. 

Lastly, would you recommend JPII to other families and why?   

John Paul is hugely nurturing, inclusive and forward thinking. We 

would not hesitate to recommend John Paul to any family looking 

to forward their child’s education, relationships and religious beliefs.   

We love it!



GETTING TO KNOW KYLIE

The season of Easter is finally coming to an end. This beautiful 
season ends with the feast of Pentecost. This special feast in 
our Church calendar celebrates the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The word Pentecost has Greek origins and means “50th day.” 
Fifty days after Easter Sunday, we celebrate the coming of 
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and their followers, and 
the beginning of their ministry of spreading the word of God 
throughout the lands.

Here at John Paul II we have been thinking and learning 
more about the gifts and the fruits of the Holy Spirit.                        
This is particularly significant for some of our students 
who will soon be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation.             
We ask that you keep all of our students in your prayers, but 
particularly our Sacramental students as they prepare for                  
this special celebration.

‘the future starts today’

2022 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 
ARE NOW OPEN

We look forward to welcoming your child and family to 
our school. At JPII all students are supported to feel a 
sense of belonging and given the opportunity to shine.

Located in Rokeby, Tasmania.  Enquiries: Brendan Gill | Principal
 03 62477104 | johnpaul.tas.edu.au

2022 Enrolments are Now Open
Limited Vacancies

Name  Kylie Quilliam

Position   Teacher Assistant in the                                     
 Early Learning Centre (ELC)

How long have you worked at JPII?   5.5 years

4.  Favourite part of working in your position at JPII?

So many favourite things but above all is the 
students and staff. Seeing the students’ smiley faces 
everyday and having that relationship with them.  
I love working in the ELC with all the enthusiastic 
students. It is a bonus that the students laugh at my 
silly jokes!  

5.  Best moment at JP (so far!)

Seeing the children you have worked with succeed 
and strive as they move throughout the grades.         
I feel very proud that I was an integral part of the 
success in their learning journey . It is an absolute 
joy to turn up everyday.

6.  What is your unique experience/skill that you 
bring to the  JPII team?

I hope people think I’m kind, respectful, funny 
(definitely funny) warm, welcoming and nurturing. 
I think a great skill of mine is talking . I do a lot of 
talking. I’m sure my colleagues think that’s a great 
skill to have. You’ll have to ask them !

I also like to be organised and ready for whatever 
happens throughout the day. I feel that we all all 
valued members of this amazing team and we all 
bring lots of skills that require us to be successfuI.

8.  Any last word before the school bell goes............?

I am so incredibly lucky to work in an amazing 
school that has so much love , respect and genuine 
care for all our students.  My job is so easy having 
a wonderful team around me. We are so fortunate 
to have a great new early learning centre where we 
can see our children blossom and be encouraged in 
every aspect of their learning.  

Come and meet me and our  team of educators with 
your birth to five year old children  at our Setup for 
Success  progrm commencing  Friday 28 May, 9am - 
1030am  (and every Friday thereafter during school 
terms).

RE - Focus 
Pentecost



161 Mockridge Road, Tasmania 7019  
Phone: 03 6247 7104  |   brendan.gill@catholic.tas.edu.au  
www.johnpaul.tas.edu.au 

What’s New MACKILLOP PATHWAY  

Sporting Schools Grant - Lacrosse

This term our students from Prep to Grade 6 are learning how to play Lacrosse.     
We were lucky enough to receive a Sporting Schools Grant which has enabled    us 
to give our students the experience of a sport with which they are less familiar. Our 
students will participate in four sessions of Lacrosse over the course of the term.

Parents and Kids Together (PAKT) Program

A small group of our students from Grades 2-4 are participating in the PAKT 
program this term. The program provides them with the opportunity to work 
closely with a special adult in their lives. They work collaboratively throughout the 
term to create a work of art. There is a different theme each term. We are grateful 
to the staff from Colony 47 for the work they do with our students;  this is a very 
important community link for JPII.

Whole School Mass

This week we were able to gather as a whole school to celebrate Mass 
in our church. This has not happened for over a year due to COVID.                            
We were delighted to be able to come together as a faith community         
and celebrate in this way.  We are grateful to Fr Richard and Ms Davies for 
organising this.

JPII Cross Country

Our Cross Country carnival is being held next 
Wednesday the 26 May, 11am - 1:30pm.  
Parents  are welcome to attend to 
support your children and enjoy 
the event but will be required 
to register upon arrival and 
stay within the  designated 
viewing areas to adhere our                                                  
Covid requirements.   

We look forward to a      
wonderful sporting day!

We have eight students from 
MacKillop attending our 
Cross Country Carnival.  This 
connection with MacKillop 
is important.  It allows 
MacKillop students leadership 
opportunities whilst allowing 
John Paul II children excellent 
role models.  

Uniform Shop 
Opening Hours 
Our new uniform shop is      
located next to MacKillop 
College in Mornington.  
Please note  the changed 
opening hours  listed below:

Monday:   8am - 1pm
Tuesday:   11am - 5:30pm
Thursday: 12pm - 6pm        
Saturday:  9am - 12pm

Role Modelling        
&  Leadership


